Quantum computing has long been of interest to the US intelligence community because of its potential use for code-breaking. And intelligence funding bolstered quantum information science as it was getting going in the 1990s. But "the current approach of the intelligence community does not have a long-term view," says quantum information researcher Christopher Monroe of the University of Maryland in College Park, and it controls "a large fraction of the US effort in this field". The National Science Foundation, the largest single source of civilian government funding for the field, contributes US$15 million annually.
the case of quantum information science, she says, the NIST funds ran out while managers were reviewing the programme and deciding how NIST might be involved. "Until that role is determined, three NIST researchers who were receiving funds from the legacy efforts are not receiving IARPA funds," Porter says. 
